
The Stockley’s Drug 
Interactions Story

A fruitless search for drug information in the late 1960s prompted the start 
of what would become the world’s most authoritative and reliable source of 

information on drug interactions and their management. 

As Stockley’s Drug Interactions celebrates its 40th anniversary this year, find 
out about the rich history of the resource, from the first articles published in 

the Pharmaceutical Journal to the publication it is today. 

Late 1960s
Ivan Stockley, a pharmacologist at the University of 
Nottingham’s School of Pharmacy, is asked to give a 
lecture on drug interactions. After spending many days in 
the University’s library, he becomes concerned at the lack 
of information on the topic. 

“There were no books, no chapters in books, no reviews, 
no editorials. I found one or two individual cases of 
adverse interactions, but it was all very sparse. If I, with a 
large University library at my disposal, couldn’t cope with 
the situation, what did prescribing doctors and dispensing 
pharmacists do every day as they handed out drugs to 
patients?” - Ivan Stockley

Early 1970s 
Stockley’s Interaction Charts are 
produced in the style of a ‘mileage 
chart’ matrix—an easily accessible, 
ready reference to use on an 
everyday basis while dispensing. 

Early 1980s  
Ivan Stockley decides that 
something between the basic 
ready reference chart and the 
book which carried in-depth 
information is needed; the 
Stockley’s Interaction Alerts 
are born.

1997  
In the US, information regarding a 
drug’s cytochrome 450 metabolism 
and its potential for inhibition or 
induction is added to the drug 
label. The FDA has required 
this information for every drug 
approved since 1997.

2004  
MedicinesComplete launches with Stockley’s 

Drug Interactions providing healthcare 
professionals with online access to the resource’s 

essential drug interaction information. Quarterly 
updates ensure the content remains current.

2009
The FDAs drug interaction 

guidance for manufacturers 
specifically recommends 

how to use in vitro models 
to address drug interaction 

potential for new drugs. For the 
first time, it includes criteria for 

evaluating transporter-based 
drug interactions.4 

2018
Stockley’s Herbal Medicines 
Interactions book is 
translated into German.

2019
The twelfth edition 
of Stockley’s Drug 
Interactions is published. 

2021
40th Anniversary of the 
first edition of Stockley’s 
Drug Interactions.
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2009
Stockley’s Herbal 
Medicines Interactions 
is published to address 
the wealth of in vitro 
and animal studies 
surrounding drug-herb 
interactions.

2005 
The seventh edition is published under a new 
editor, Karen Baxter, and renamed as Stockley’s 
Drug Interactions in order to ensure Ivan Stockley’s 
name remains connected with the publication 
and is synonymous with high-standard, drug 
interactions information. Ivan Stockley remains as a 
consultant on the publication.

2002  
Sixth edition 
of the book is 
published and 
is also made 
available to 
purchase on  
CD-ROM. 

2003 
Modernisation and 
expansion of the 
Stockley’s Interactions 
Alerts for integration 
into prescribing and 
dispensing software is 
undertaken.

1990  
Terfenadine is reported to cause serious 
ventricular arrhythmias (some fatal) on 
concurrent use with some macrolides and with 
ketoconazole. This is due to CYP3A4 inhibition 
by ketoconazole and erythromycin. Terfenadine 
is withdrawn from the market a few years later 
because of this interaction.

1974 
The journal articles published in the 
Pharmaceutical Journal are reprinted and sold 
as a book by Pharmaceutical Press called ‘Drug 
interactions and their mechanisms: collected 
reprints of a series of articles by Ivan Stockley’.
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A glimpse of Stockley’s Drug Interactions key 
milestones and developments

Recognising the need for a 
single source of up-to-date 

drug interactions information, 
Ivan Stockley draws up plans 
for a drug interactions book, 

and decides to publish a 
series of eleven articles for the 

Pharmaceutical Journal.

Ivan Stockley starts work 
on the first edition of a 

book on drug interactions 
and comes up with a new 
monograph format which 
is still used in Stockley’s 
Drug Interactions today.

Second edition of Drug 
Interactions: A Source Book 

of Adverse Interactions, 
Their Mechanisms, 

Clinical Importance and 
Management is published.

2007
The interaction between 
probenecid and methotrexate 
that was first reported in 1978 
can now be explained due 
to probenecid’s inhibition of 
OAT3- and OAT1-mediated 
methotrexate transport.3

The tenth edition of 
Stockley’s Drug Interactions, 

and the second edition of 
Stockley’s Herbal Medicines 

Interactions, are published 
with Claire Preston  

as Editor.

The Stockley’s Interactions Checker is launched 
on MedicinesComplete to allow the Stockley’s 

Interactions Alerts data to be used as a quick and 
easy point of care interactions checking tool. Users 
can now safely manage the selection of drugs and 

quickly get to information on an interaction including 
severity, description, and management guidance.  

A new condensed 
version of the 

publication, Stockley’s 
Drug Interactions Pocket 
Companion, is published 

as a quick reference 
guide for use in Primary 

Care. It was published 
annually until 2016.

The first Spanish 
edition, Stockley: 

Interacciones 
Farmacologicas, is 

published.

Drug Interactions: 
A Source Book of 

Adverse Interactions, 
Their Mechanisms, 

Clinical Importance and 
Management is published 

on 23rd October 1981. 

First Italian edition 
published: Interazioni 
Farmacologiche nella 

Pratica Clinica.

The first organic 
anion transporting 

polypeptide (OATP) is 
discovered.2
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Clinical problems owing to 
drug interactions were first 

recognised in the early 1960s. 
For example, hypertensive 

crises were reported in 
patients treated for depression 

with monoamine oxidase 
(MAO) inhibitors, after they 
had eaten certain cheeses.1

The first Stockley’s Interactions charts were large wall 
posters, but later a pocket version was developed. 

Charts were produced in several languages, including 
English, German, Spanish, and Japanese. Specialist 

charts were also produced for particular groups of drugs.

The first edition 
consisted of around 
600 drug interaction 
monographs across 

20 chapters.

Throughout the 1970s, the number of reports of drug interactions were increasing, particularly 
metabolic drug interactions. The number of articles on drug interactions in MEDLINE increased 

from 43 in 1970 to about 1400 in 1980.1

As well as drug-drug interactions, Stockley’s Drug Interactions also includes drug-herb, 
drug-food, drug-alcohol, drug-tobacco, and drug-pesticide interactions.

Did you know?
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Cat’s Claw is a plant native to the Amazon and has been used 
traditionally to treat gonorrhoea, dysentery, arthritis, rheumatism, gastric 

ulcers, and various tumours. It has some antiplatelet and antihypertensive 
effects, which might be additive with those of conventional drugs.

Today, Stockley’s Drug Interactions contains more than 5000 monographs, split over 39 chapters, 
and it contains more than 29,000 references.

Stockley’s Drug 
Interactions Pocket 

Companion has 
been translated into 

Italian, Japanese, 
and Spanish.

Learn more about MedicinesComplete at  
about.medicinescomplete.com 

To purchase the twelfth edition visit 
www.pharmpress.com/stockleys


